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IF YOU'RE DONE FOOLING AROUND, 
'LL EXPLAIN WHAT JUST HAPPENED 
Fo you. 


THERES A FAIL-GAFE 
BACKUP IN PLACE. THEY’ 


DEPENDS ON HOW THAT PROGRAM THAT ORACLE — “TM NOT PROMISING ANY MIRACLES, 
“16 EELOPe MRS. WALLER. IN FACT IMNOTEURE JB 
: ITCAN BE DONE ATALL! 


CARMICHAEL'S A SOCIOPATH. H9GNO | GIVE IT YOUR BEST SHOT AMY. 

SENSEOF RIGHTAND WRONG, YOU'RE ITS NOT THEONLY REASON 
ASKING FOR A PROGRAM THAT WOULD KED YOU TO JOIN 
GIVE HIM THOSE PARAMETERS --BE 


vain! 


OH, I'L. POAT LEAST THAT, 
MRS. WALLER! 
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WE PRY AND SHES GONE. 
VERY PRIVATE GIRL, OUR 


AWAY FOR HER 
TO WALK AGAIN2, 


(Ol! BLOODY HELL! WHEN }OU GONNA GIVE THAT : L 
LOTA REST, EH? SOONEROR LATER, ITS WELL, 


P BOUNP FO TURN UP, », 


THAT EXPLAINS HANGING OV! 
AT dm IT WHY GET MIXED UP 


LOOK, I Won'T 
eee y 
‘ME, YOu TUSTCA 
OKAY? 
| SHOULON’ 
2 


HIS SHOOTINGS CREATE 
UNREST BETWEEN 


STEALS, iT 16 BETTER 
Kaew kite Him, £H2 
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WE WILL 
WAGERS ON WHO 
THE AMERICAN 
FRENCHMAN.) 


/ —_ 
ING FRIENC, 4 ‘ i ANC THEN | 
AMERICAN HAS COME “TAKE THE 
7 WILL DIE- 
ANT WHERE THE AMERICAN CAN BE FOUND. > BS. OR THE 


<ITIG ABOUT ‘MY MONEY IGON THE AMERICAN. <I HAVE BEEN TRAINING THE 
kD BEGN> HE HAS THE EXPERIENCE AND THE BOY FORTHS: Hi 
——— . GREATER SKILL. 2 THERE 1S SOME- 
2 IU HAVE NOT a 
RED? . r. 
c= FE = 
Z¢E 
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”<FOOL! WHY OIDN'T THE AMERICAN 
SHOOT? He HAO HIS MAN DEAD, 
RIGHTS 


<ADEATH WiGH IS 
THING, BUT THIS WOULD 
BE KILLING HISSOUL. THAT IS 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE MATTER-- 
AND WHY LAWTON MGT LOSE? 


HA HAHAHA! GIVE TUE 
| AMERICAIN! YOU CANNOT 
KILL ME! YOu KNOW 


“i 


DC COMICs INC. 
(665 Fith Avenve, New York, NY 10188 


Dear Dan, 

I was very surprised to see Ravan 
Killed. Not disappointed, as he wasn't 
really a favorite of mine...let's face it, 
he was a bit one-track. All he ever did 
was moan about ting the Kali- 
Yuga and run around trying to kill 
bine After sk few times that got a lit- 


le tiresome, wasn't 
tli that upsetting. Sel, as T'said, 
ey ised to see a member of 
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tere back from the dead. We 
too, uh,...CLASSY for that sort of 
hogwash! 


tenes 


Dudes, 

eli end tea Not a bad 
issue. I was to see Ravan 
kick the bucket. He's one of those 
characters 


though, (speaking 
be 20 cool the Anti-Monitor joined 


Squad?) 
The new Atom seems 
On the one hand, he doesn’t quite 
seem to have the experience of Ray 
Palmer. On the other, he also isn't the 
do-gooder Boy Scout Palmer was. 
From what he said in issue #45, he's 


‘As for new members, I have 
only one si jon: FIRESTORM! 
I WANT FI STORM! GIVE ME 
FIRESTORM! 

Later, 


Dr. Dis 


No plans for the return of ol” Flame- 
top, Doc, but the Anti-Monitor will be 
signing on as Captain Boomerang’s 
personal valet. Just kiddin’. As for 
‘Mark Shaw, check out #53. 


Dear Squad dudes, 

Issue #47. To say I liked this issue 
would be a serious understatement. 
It was great. Would like to have seen 
more of Ravan vs. Cobra but, 
well...le’s not argue over little things. 
I felt bad for Ravan not fulfilling his 
goals. He wasn't your everyday, run- 
of-the-mill killing machine. You can 
see those guys walk into 


anytime you 
the comie book store. This guy 
belief; 


sonably effective. By the way, 
ence to all that stuff in > the ietters 
page, let’s face it, until Fax...(oops) 
Atom takes is will 


complete faith, by the was. How about 
tion from John and Kim?) 


vs. Judith— loved it! Would like 
to have seen more, but I understood 


nings. I hope the guy mel- 
lows a bit. Give Vertigo a break, 

LEASE. By the way, who fied? 
Vertigo or Bronze Tiger? Until Rick 
Flag reappears as a radioactive 


mutant, Suicide Squad forever. 
Barry Burke 
Ivy fled, Barry. 
eteee 
Dear Dan, 


Even with the debacle the Crisis 
made of DC continuity, I am 
tight the Squad’s continuity 


i 
i 


= been plaguing both the Suicide 
aad and Firestorm's defunct title 

se ce the Doom Patrol Suse Squad’s 
ecial way back when. Now the 


‘new: iff Carmichael, rolls 

to the Suicide de Squad with intentions 

or killing our Gordon. 

This erie two-title plot has 

been all too. pea ongiconing coming to a conclu- 

pe ad t it is, I can't wait 
it 


Another aspect of issue #48’s strong 
continuity was the two-page cliffhang- 
er at the end of the book. Besides 
being, very creepy, the mention (and 
possible future appearance) of General 

i me. A charac- 
‘or two in the origi- 
pation ot Teak Notes & nee oe = 


iyself extremely 
part of the Mohawked “zombie” 
weirdo. My first idea was—is it part of 
‘Squad? But, no. 


‘you 
Mindboggler in a second! Maybe 
next time. 


sees 


Dear Suicidal Tendencies, 

‘Amanda, helmets just do not go well 
‘with your outfit! Try a hat! 

Keep Oracle as a regular member of 
this cast. This makes a better - 
tation of Barbara Gordon as a ine 
than she ever did as Batgirl. And the 
new Thinker makes a perfect arch- 
villain for her! 

P.O. Box 1927 
Johnson City, TN 37605 


Thanks, Mark. Keep in touch. 


pees Dee, John, Kim, Geof, Todd, and 


Ri like to op this letter by com- 
mending Steve Lightle on his exquisite 
cover for SUICIDE SQUAD #48. The 
Joker, Barbara (almost Batgirl) and 
the computer graphics were beautiful, 
and reminded me of THE KILLING 
JOKE without failing to show that 
that was then and this was now. Why 
not let Steve become SUICIDE 
SQUAD'S regular cover artist, as 
Brian Bolland, hay Bisley, and 
Brendan McCarthy for, respective- 
¥. 4 ANIMAL MAN, ‘Doo PATROL 
and SHADE? 


“In Control” as a title was accurate 
until page 20, when something out of 
control occurred: who was that zom- 
bie-ish being who snatched Ricky 
Kane? I doubt that the New Thinker 
was behind him; the fact that Mr. 
Kane told his wife to call General 
J-E-B. Stuart, Rick Flag’s godfather, 
brought the Colonel to mind (even in 
spite of Marge’s “theys”)...but the 
Colonel died in SUICIDE SQUAD #26 
and went to his reward, I've been told, 
in CAPTAIN ATOM. But the trousers 
looked right for Flag and that grim- 
ness in the creature's close-up (page 
22, panel 3) was Flagclike, too. While 
T'm not in control of this development, 
I suspect that John Ostrander and 
Kim Yale are, so Tl return to what I 
could fathom. 

People in control, I think, don't have 
to say that they are. In #48, Simon 
LaGrieve was the person most in con- 
trol, and his attitude toward Amanda 
Waller reflected the wisdom he 
acquired in FIRESTORM (bring that 
back"): he could learn from her 
without himself “crossing the line,” 
and I suspect that if Count Vertigo's 
cold turkey had been much colder, he 
would have intervened. Some expi 
tion, after all, can go too far. The oth- 
ers we saw were not in control consis- 
tently, save for the New Thinker, and 
the New Thinker is “a sociopath with 
no sense of right or wrong.” His con- 
trol makes sense only to him (and pos- 
sibly to Doreen Day, wherever she is, 
and Ron Raymond, wherever he is). 

Vertigo chose to suffer. Amanda did, 
too, in her recent past; in her present, 
she echoed uncomfortably Rick Flag’s 
experience in the DOOM PATROL/ 
SUICIDE SQUAD SPECIAL: Flag 
could have turned into Steve Dayton, 
but never redonned the helmet: 
Amanda could have become Earth 
own Marij'n (that’s a L.E.G.1.0. 
plug, natch—the Wall, like Mrs. Bek, 
is slimmer than she was), but 
smashed the helmet instead. She 
found what she needed, but at a cost. 
As for Barbara Gordon: she saw a 
therapist, and she recognized that she 
needed help emotionally and physical- 
ly. But Babs still clung to the old 
secret identity line (which, given the 
end of Batgirl’s career in 1987, was 
unnecessary); with a sociopath after 
her, she did not ask for help from 
Simon LaGrieve (who could have sent 
Firehawk), as one might expect. While 
Cliff sought and Werner suffered and 
Amanda smashed, Babs steeled her- 
self. That's as much “an act” as the 
behavior of “perky, plucky Barbara 
Gordon” with the Commissioner, and 
against Cliff, it won't help much, 
unless Hugo Hammer, who'll also 
never walk again, turns up and gives 
his cousin a bad case of the guilts. 

John and Kim were very good this 
month; so was Geof Isherwood. Hé 
didn't draw like Steve Lightle, but he 
proved that versatility was its own 
reward: look at the talking-heads 
scenes with Simon and Amanda; the 
dreams of Barbara Gordon; and the 
computer program (pages 13-16—a 
tour de force); then look at the mon- 
ster in the suburbs...Geof can do a 
great deal in this most inexpensive of 
formats, ranging from the gritty he's 


exhibited in past issues to the algo- 
rhythmic in this tale. It didn't hurt 
that Tom McCraw—apparently when 
Gafford goes, McCraw moves in— 
filled in the colors. His greens were 
wonderful, as were the spurting red of 
the knife massacre (page 6), the blue 
of the superimposed Batgirl (page 10), 
and the cyberpunk illumination of the 
computer duel. 

Guys, it’s good to be back in the 
U.S.A. with the Squad and to see that 
John and Kim haven't forgotten what 
John did in the final years of 
FIRESTORM. Now, if you can only get 
the Fire Elemental back from his 
black hole... 

Very truly yours, 

Charles J. Sperling 

37-15 Parsons Boulevard, Apt. 4-C 
Flushing, NY 11354-5814 


PS. Tell your ad department that “The 
Seduction of Starman, “ if running in 
+#30-34, will be a “soul-searching jive- 
Part saga.” 

‘No June Moone request this month! 


Thanks for writing, Charles. 


Dear Dan, 

1 guess that I can handle the return 
of Batgirl...as long as she doesn’t move 
her legs, that is, 

I continue to love SUICIDE 
SQUAD, especially when you put such 
kick-butt Lightle covers on. 

Is it just me or does that rotting 
guest star we saw this issue bear a 
remarkable resemblance to Mind- 
boggler? If she's coming back from the 
dead (even as the undead), I'll be 
severely disappointed. 


General Stuart? Genera! J.E.B. 

Stuart? Isn't that the same guy with 
that haunted tank? 

Sincerely yours, 

David S. Gallacher 

4151 Monarch Way 

Salt Lake City, UT 84124 


Weil, I hope you weren't too disap- 
pointed, David, since that rotting 
Mindboggler wasn't the only zombie in 
#50. I know I'm going to regret this, 
but does anyone want to take a crack 
at identifying all the undead guest 
‘stars in #50? 


Editor: 
Kill Boomerbutt. Let Peacemaker 
join the Squad. Don’t kill Deadshot. 
Keep away from silly, gaudy costumes. 

Keep up the good work. Ciao. 

Nister Arcane 
16 Ninth Street 
Orange Grove 
Johannesberg 2192 
South Africa 


How can we keep away from silly 
costumes and work with Peacemaker 
at the same time? Talk about funny 
headgear... 

Thanks for writing, Mr. Arcane. 


NEXT ISSUE: The Squad is in 
place, but in typical Squad fashion, 
nothing goes quite right. And to 
hurt them worse, where do you 
think the bad guys will etm? 
Think! 

| —The mysterious Dan Raspler 


